Activis
m , Soc
ial Jus
Collab
ti c e &
The Six
o
th Britis
r
a
t
ion
h Conf
erence
of
Autoeth

nograp
h

BRISTOL HARBOURSIDE
Monday 22nd and Tuesday 23rd July 2019

www.b

oomer
a

ng-pro
j

ect.or
g

.uk

y

Welcome
to Activism, Social Justice & Collaboration:
The Sixth British Conference of Autoethnography

The conference committee are delighted that you have joined us in Bristol for this year’s conference. We are excited about what we hope will be
two days of innovative, provocative and diverse autoethnographic performances, presentations, openings and dialogues between researchers from
Finland, Denmark, Norway, Turkey, Scotland, England, Wales, Ireland and the USA.
We have once again chosen to hold the event in Bristol’s historic and vibrant harbourside area with the aim of creating an environment which
supports creative and dynamic interaction, while providing a break from the academic settings in which many delegates spend all or part of their
professional lives. We believe autoethnography has potential to reach beyond the corridors of the academy to make a real and meaningful
difference to people’s professional and personal lives – in homes and public spaces, in offices and consulting rooms, in healthcare settings and
activist centres. We hope our time together in and around the MB Tempora and M Shed will serve as a catalyst to sustain and reinvigorate our
shared commitment to this work.
Thank you for coming to Bristol, participating, genorously supporting other presenters and sharing your autoethnographic research. We look
forward to meeting, listening and talking with you during the workshops, sessions and times in between over the next two days. Enjoy the
conference!
Kitrina Douglas - Conference Chair
Tim Buescher, Andrew Gillott, Trude Gøril Klevan, David Carless, Jessie Ip, Kandis Ip - Conference Committee

Finding the conference venues:
Day one, Monday 22nd July takes place on the MB Tempora, Floating Harbour Studios, Welshback, Bristol BS1 4SP (marked on the map by the red
arrow). Day two, Tuesday 23rd July takes place at M Shed, Princes Wharf, Wapping Rd, Bristol BS1 4RN (marked on the map with a green arrow).
The venues are a 10-15 min walk apart across the Prince Street bridge. Like most big cities the centre of Bristol is full of parking spaces on the street
(which are very expensive) and in multi-story car parks (which though expensive are more economical).

Timing for your conference presentation/paper/performance
The organising committee have taken the decision to try to have as few parallel sessions as possible. By minimizing the number of parallel sessions,
we hope to avoid the disappointments of some conferences where we seem to “miss more than we see” by giving us all the opportunity to see as
many presenters/performers as possible. We hope this will also help foster a sense of unity and community amongst delegates by reducing the
fragmentation that can arise when multiple parallel sessions are scheduled. We want everyone to have a good audience for their presentation,
paper or performance.
The downside to this is the length of time we will each have for our performance/presentation/paper is perhaps less than some of us are used to.
For those of our group who are unused to presenting their research/work within a short time frame we understand this might pose a significant
challenge. Winston Churchill noted the difficulty of distillation - he famously said it took him significantly longer to plan a one-minute talk compared
with a one-hour talk! But we believe shorter time does not need to detract from the power of what is communicated. Those of us who attend the
International Congress of Qualitative Inquiry are used to having only 10 min for papers, which is also the case for the Autoethnography Special
Interest Group where presenters are given 8 min maximum. We have witnessed and been amazed at just how powerful, insightful and rich work
can be when distilled in this way. And this is what we are asking everyone to do here.
To this end, we ask you to prepare a presentation/performance/paper of 12-15 min. in duration. As the schedule has been shaped to the
submissions, sessions vary in length. We ask presenters to work with their colleagues in each session, and with the chair, to ensure no individual
exceeds their fair share of the total allotted session time and that there is also time for audience dialogue/response towards the end of the session.
A rough guide would be to plan to leave 10-20 min. for audience questions with the remaining time divided equally between delegates. Further
discussion and conversation is always possible during refreshment breaks and receptions!
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Activism, Social Justice & Collaboration
The Sixth British Conference of Autoethnography
Programme
MONDAY 22ND JULY
Venue: MB Tempora

Pre-Conference Workshops
[MB TEMPORA]
8:00am
8:30am10:00pm

Welcome desk open for pre-conference workshop delegates: Hosts, Tim Buescher & Andrew Gillott
Light breakfast available on the Bridge
Workshop one
Doing arts-based research with Kitrina Douglas

10:15am 11:45am

Workshop two
A true friend stabs you in the front: Friendship as autoethnographic method in the Paraversity with
Alec Grant & Trude Gøril Klevan [a working lunch will be served during this workshop]

12:00pm1:30pm

Workshop three
Autoethnographic practice in the posthuman: working with bodies in entanglements of discourse and
materiality with Ken Gale

Activism, Social Justice & Collaboration: The Sixth British Conference of Autoethnography

12:30pm
1:40pm

1:45pm2:30pm

Welcome desk open for all delegates [Deck: MB Tempora] Hosts Tim Buescher & Trude Gøril Klevan
[light refreshments will be available on the Bridge]
Welcome introduction [the Hold]:
Conference Chair Kitrina Douglas
Session 1*: Autoethnography as Activism
Chair Kitrina Douglas
“Volunteer tourism as/and activism” Phiona Stanley
“Collaborative Statement on Intent of Research on Slab City” James Simmons
“Spin and Surrender” Fiona Murray
“Acts of activism: movement, intensity, and potential” Ken Gale
“Whirlpool” David Carless
“This Country” Kitrina Douglas

* a technician from will attend these sessions to help load presentations and arrange technical aspects of performances
including sound & lighting. Please speak with welcome desk hosts when you arrive so that we can accommodate your
requirements.
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2:35pm3:50pm

Session 2*: Hidden Signs & Identities
Chair: Ken Gale
“A shared silence”
Tim Buescher, University of Hull
Finding Meaning in Darkness’ A Play in 3 Acts Hanging out on the transitional edges: A study on mood disorder,
the creative process and nature as a theatre. Carol Day
Pour encourager les autres: Gamification in high-performance sport
Andrew Gillott, Leeds Beckett University
An autoethnography in poetry of experiences of epilepsy, Louise Spiers, University of Northampton

3:50pm

Drinks reception on the Bridge and Deck

4:15pm5:30pm

Session 3*: Familial Perspectives: Fathers, Sons & Children
Chair: Christa Welsh
“Absent Father's Day”,
Christopher Saunders, Lux Artists' Moving Image, London
Shit, Piss and Tears: A Multimedia Tour of 21st Century Parenting
Ross Wignall, Oxford Brookes University.
“And I dedicate this win to…”: Performing Grief in sport… or not.
Kitrina Douglas
Are we God’s Men?” an autoethnographic family story”
Jackie Goode, Visiting Fellow in Qualitative Research, Loughborough University

5:40pm6:25pm

Session 4: Trickster Tales
Chair: Andrew Gillott
Lost in translation: Doing autoethnography in Wales, Kevin Ellis, Urban Theology Union
Trickster tales: Abimbola Alao, Lapin Ammattikorkeakoulu, University of Lapland, Finland

6:25pm8:00pm

Summer Picnic [Bridge & Deck]

* If you require technical assistance please speak with welcome desk hosts when you arrive so that we can accommodate your requirements.
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DAY TWO: TUESDAY 23RD JULY
Venue: Bristol M Shed
9:00am9:30am

Welcome Desk Open Host, Jessie Ip
Coffee & Pastries Served [Foyer]

STUDIO ONE
9:30am11:00am

STUDIO TWO

Session 5: Collaborative Autoethnography
Chair: Trude Gøril Klevan
Celebrating the evil that men do: the ethics of marketing
thanatourism - an autoethnographic approach, Elizabeth Lloyd
Parkes & Simon Thomas, University of South Wales
Whose timeline is it anyway?” Coproducing the visual in the
pursuit of social justice, Julie Parsons University of Plymouth
Narrative’s Power to Educate and Inspire Open Discourse about
Mental Health, Chris Westoby, University of Hull

Session 6: Challenges in Practice
Chair: Andrew Gillott
Living with doing troubling autoethnography, questions and
challenges in practice, Ken Gale
Becoming Intersubjective ‘In Medias Res’ of Behaviours that
Challenge in Dementia: A Layered Autoethnography. Gary
Hodge, Lancaster University
Contemporary Western tattooing as a multifaceted medium:
Autoethnographic reflections on practice, Adam McDade
University of Sunderland

Counselling in urban India, Nishi Ravi, University of Edinburgh
Autoethnography is no laughing matter, Russell Heywood
The Green Corn Rebellion and Me: Reflections of Rebellion and
War, Derek Morris, University of Edinburgh

11:00am11:30am
11:30am1:30pm

Running Man, Dave Hindley

Morning Break: refreshments served in the upstairs foyer
Session 7: Oppression & Social Injustice (i)
Strategies for survival
Chair: James Wallis-Barnes

Conference Workshop
“The Outsider Witness Response”
Chair: Tim Buescher
with Anette and Allan Holmgren
[11:30-12:15]

'You are either a liar or insane’: insults in Twittersphere
Gayle Letherby, Universities of Plymouth and Greenwich
“The Abuses of the Academy’: An Autoethnographic and
Reflexive Account of the Personal-Professional Impact of
Harmful Institutional Pressures and Expectations
Karen Lumsden
Crossing Enemy Lines: A Post-Oppositional Narrative Approach
to Working with a Trump Supporter
Travis Heath, Metropolitan State University of Denver
[five-minute comfort break approximately 12:20]
Territory, body, blood, Tara McGuinness, University College
Dublin
Re-Visioning Experience: Child-Shifting and Reunification the
psychological implications for British African Caribbean
Women, Christa Welsh
In search of the “humanager”: bringing autoethnography into
management and management studies, Ali Rostron, University
of Liverpool
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12:15-1:30
Session 8: Discovery & Transformation
Chair: Fiona Murray
Storying Cancer: A narrative inquiry. Kathryn Aldrige Morris
‘From Stasis to Transformation?’ Getting through an ending by
reading and writing: A transgressive inquiry using polyvocal
text, Anjila Sinha
Homecoming, Phiona Stanley, Edinburgh Napier university
Recoding Oneself Through Avatar Projection, Paul Sinclair,
University of Lincoln

1:30pm2:30pm
2:30pm3:45pm

Lunch served in the foyer / Publishing Autoethnography [Studio 2, 1:45-2:15]
Session 9: Challenging Oppression & Social
Injustice (ii) Racism, Sexism & Homophobia
Chair: Julie Parsons

Session 10: Expanding Pedagogical Practice:
Teaching learning
Chair: Sally Chisholm

A Black Police Officers experience of Racism within the Police,
Dipak Panchal, Trinity College Dublin

A Critical Auto-ethnography of Cultural Belonging in Higher
Vocational Education, Alison Williams

Shades of Brown: My Tryst with Diversity and Culture as a
Trainee Counsellor, Nishi Ravi, University of Edinburgh
Tibetan Buddhism and Feminism in an in-between space: A
creative Critical Autoethnography in a non-western women’s
voice, Sharin Shajahan Naomi, Asian University for Women
“There is a chance”: David Carless, Leeds Beckett University

3:45pm4:15pm

Reconfiguring student participation: sculpting little tac animals,
Fiona Murray

Creating space by fictionalising autoethnographies within the
formal requirements of institutional ethical procedures,
Mary Garland
Using sketchbooks as creative thinking tools in an
autoethnographic methodology, Paul Cope

Session 11:
Chair: Tim Buescher
Drawing the conference participation:
A Visual Journey towards the Outlines of Drawing as an Autoethnographical Method
Marika Tervahartiala
Discovery Day. Maggie Watson, University of Maryland University College, Europe

4:15pm

Closing reflections and thanks
Followed by

Afternoon tea, scones, jam and cream served in the foyer
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Workshops & Roundtable
All take place in the hold, MB Tempora
MB Tempora, Monday 22nd July: Pre-Conference Workshop 1
Doing arts-based research
08:30-10.00am with Kitrina Douglas

Over the past decade (through discussions and reflections working and researching with David Carless) we have become increasingly uncomfortable
leaving out of our research things people find difficult or impossible to talk about. In our scholarship now, and in the research we are involved with
we, want to resist the tendency to omit those things that cannot be distilled into words. If we are to more fully understand human experience and
relational dynamics, there is a need to utilise multiple ways of knowing at every stage of the research process. This is no less relevant when we turn
the spotlight on our own lives and experiences as autoethnographers. Just because we ‘write’ our own lives it doesn’t necessarily follow that we are
any better equipped to ‘tell’ or communicate that life. Arts-based methodologies, therefore, do more than provide an engaging and accessible way
to [re]present research – they are also a means by which we can access and privilege ‘felt sense’ (somatic, pre-linguistic, sensory experience). In this
workshop I hope to provide insights and activities that help tease out different ways to access, understand and communicate human experience
more fully.

MB Tempora, Monday 22nd July: Pre-Conference Workshop 2
A true friend stabs you in the front: Friendship as autoethnographic method in the Paraversity
10:15am-11:45am with Alec Grant and Trude Gøril Klevan

This workshop draws on and synthesizes ongoing theoretical, conceptual and empirical work emerging from our friendship-mediated, critical
autoethnographic relationship. It was first presented at the Reimagining Experience 2018, British Autoethnography Conference. Because it proved
popular and was very well evaluated, we are delighted to be running it again this year. Our overall aim is to help participants achieve a critical
conceptual and theoretical understanding, and appreciation, of the place of friendship in collaborative autoethnography, that they might choose to
use to inform their own work.

MB Tempora, Monday 22nd July: Pre-Conference Workshop 3
Autoethnographic practice in the posthuman: working with bodies in entanglements of
discourse and materiality
12:00pm-1:30pm with Ken Gale

Traditional and orthodox methodological practices of autoethnography can be traced back to what Ellis (2004) has famously referred to as the
‘ethnographic I’. Her approach offers a form of qualitative inquiry in which the researcher observes, through an ethnographic ‘eye’ and engages in
reflective and reflexive practices as a means of exploring individual experience and consciousness. The use of such an approach is designed to offer
a ‘lens’ for engaging with and giving meaning to a wide range of cultural, political, and social practices. The emergence of posthuman modes of
theorising and the adventures of post qualitative inquiry (St. Pierre, 2018) have recently placed the validity and value of such approaches under
close critical scrutiny. Through an experimentally inclined, creative-relational engagement with the possibilities of the always not yet known, this
workshop is designed to introduce participants to practices of inquiry into the more than simply human. Participation in this workshop is designed
to facilitate a critical foray into current autoethnographic practice and, as a consequence of this, to encourage new ways of thinking into the future
about what it can do.
References
Ellis, C. (2004) The Ethnographic I: A Methodological Novel about Autoethnography. Walnut Creek, CA: Alta Mira Press.
St. Pierre, E. A. (2018) Post qualitative inquiry in an ontology of immanence Qualitative Inquiry https://doi.org/10.1177/1077800418772634

MShed, Studio 2, Tuesday 23rd July Conference Workshop
The Outsider Witness Response
11:30am-12:15pm M Shed Studio 2, with Anette & Allan Holmgren
The anthropologist Barbara Myerhoff studied in the beginning of the 1970’s a group of very old people, Jews, in Venice, LA. They had all outlived
their children and their spouses. As children they had come to the US with their poor and hard-working families at the turn of the century. They had
worked hard at the East coast all their life. As they got old, they had moved to Venice, LA, to enjoy the last part of their life, but they were all lonely.
Somebody in the Jewish community rented just a simple hall, where they could meet, have coffee, lunch, paint, celebrate the Sabbath, The New
Year and maintain and strengthen their identity by being an audience to the stories of the others in their community.
Our point is that identity is created through the responses of the other, as Paul Ricœur has pointed out in his famous dictum: The Self is created
through the detour of the other. This can happen through the practice of the Outsider Witness Response. It is a strictly structured way of
responding in which the audience and the teller of the story changes positions. This practice is the best method we know of to go against loneliness
and shame – two of the biggest problems of human beings in our time – that has the potential to create solidarity and community.
This workshop will demonstrate and engage the participants in trying out the outsider witness response.

MShed, Studio 2, Roundtable: Publishing Autoethnographic Research & Update on Journal of
Autoethnography
Tuesday 1:15-1:45pm M Shed Studio 2, Chair Kitrina Douglas

with Hannah Shakespeare, Senior Commissioning Editor Research Methods, Routledge, Kitrina Douglas, Section Editor International Journal of Sport
& Exercise Psychology, Judith Pasons, Associate Professor of Sociology, School of Law, Criminology and Government, University of Plymouth, and
we are also hoping to be joined by Gayle Lertherby, Visiting Specialist at the School of Health Professions (Faculty of Health and Human Sciences),
University of Plymouth, author of twelve books.
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